
 
 

OFFICE OF THE 

President 

 
Date: 25/06/2018 
To: Students’ Union Council  
Re: President 2018/19 Report  

 
 
Dear Council, 
 
Hope you stayed warm this weekend! My partner and I made sure to be stocked up on hot 
chocolate for Sunday so was pretty swag.  

Board of Governors and Governance Committee 
I am thrilled to a inaugural member on the new Board of Governors Governance Committee 
sitting this Thursday! The BoG is reviewing its entire board structure right now! I am looking 
forward to working through new board committee mandates and a new structure for 
membership. Most importantly, the Board Governance Committee, in conjunction with other 
bodies, will be discussing and deliberating how new legislation and budget practices will work 
in our governing system, including things like approving fees, rents, or tuition.  The BoG is 
having a comprehensive institutional plan briefing and strategy session this Friday, and I’ll be 
able to further update council in the coming weeks.  

CSJ Town Hall 
I was in attendance at the CSJ town hall on the 30th and VP Brown lead that discussion. 
Although a good portion of the hall was in French, I was able to get some good notes and look 
forward to going back for council!  
 

 
VP Brown at Campus Saint Jean 
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Residence Budget Advisory Committee (RBAC) 
Following our last meeting with RBAC we anticipate that rent rates will be going up by 5% at 
the University of Alberta and meal plans by the consumer price index (CPI). This is in line with 
the Universities 3-year budget proposal from 2017/18. I continued to bring up our concerns in 
regards to continued increases especially as these increases are pushing residence into the 
upper limit of the rental market in the immediate area and are becoming increasingly 
unaffordable for students (a student can no longer cover the cost of residence, meal plan, and 
tuition on the maximum full-time student loan). The committee also had a brief discussion 
about what an appropriate method of calculating inflation would be for residence, so that 
administration can budget in a continued long-term manner. I continue to push for the standard 
of CPI, however, this discussion will likely be coming to the BoG within the next year.  

Candidate Meetings  
I have tasked our external advisor to push for the UASU to meet with as many provincial 
candidates for the upcoming provincial election, including those candidates from outside of 
Edmonton. We have a few meeting lined up, of note though, was that VP Brown and I met with 
Kara Baker, the candidate for the UCP in the University riding. She was a supporter of the 
University community, including a lot of our approach to generating more students in Alberta. I 
look forward to building relationships with folks from all parties and lets hit this election 
running!  
 
To Note:  

● I intend to host a last-minute elections boot camp next week or during the reading week 
if time permits! The intent is to give some tips and tricks for those are last minute entries 
(folks like myself back in the day) to make the campaign a little more accessible.  

● The executive attended the Alberta Anti-Racism Framework Consultation and gave 
feedback on how to best integrate the framework onto the UAlberta campus.  

● The executive committee spent the day on 1st at an in-house retreat in which we 
prepared for the transition.  

● Met with the Director of Athletics and Recreation to go over recent updates in the VSU 
scenario in Ontario and their new budget model.  

● The Strategic Planning Committee has completed a draft and I will be presenting that to 
council at the next council meeting, time allowing.  

●  
 
Cheers, 
 
 
UASU President 
Reed Larsen 
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